MEN OF POWER

not feel so sure about her. He therefore began to as-
sert his authority as husband and demanded that she
go nowhere without his permission, not even to the
temple or to visit friends. But Kasturbai was a spirited
girl; she resented these restrictions. She demonstrated
her independence by going out as she pleased regardless
of her husband's prohibitions. The conflict raged, and
both became unhappy. He lost a year of school because
he could not study during these domestic difficulties.

Kasturbai, like most Indian girls, was illiterate. He
made up his mind to teach her, but she proved an un-
willing pupil. Moreover, the segregation of the women
in daytime made it necessary for the instruction to
be given at night when they were alone together, but
then their desire for each, other intervened and instruc-
tion was forgotten. In his autobiography Gandhi
comments:

Circumstances were thus unfavorable. I must
therefore confess that most of my efforts to instruct
Kasturbai in our youth were unsuccessful. And when
I was awakened, having thrown off the sleep of lust,
I was already launched forth into public life which did
not leave me much spare time, I failed likewise to in-
struct her through private tutors. As a result Kastur-
bai can now with difficulty write simple letters and
understand simple Gujarati. I am sure that, had my
love for her been untainted with lust, she would have
been a learned lady today.6
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